Anglesey Circuit - Sunday 4 ™ September 2005

After an early night, competitors were up with the lark, raring to go for their
Sunday runs. It was yet another day starting with glorious sunshine, although
there were rumours that the traditional Welsh rain was going to come in at
some point after lunch. The morning, meanwhile, was hot enough to put
some in danger of getting a nasty dose of sunburn!

-

Sunday saw a late start for most, as those who had competed on the
Saturday were not required to sign on or be scrutineered again. Only those
who had not been there the day before got practice runs, meaning that the
timed runs started early and in the end there were 4 in total. In spite of lots of
cloud rolling in, the rain held off for most of the day, and it just started to spit
as the final timed runs were being called. Bambi was the first to go out in the
rain, then it eased a little before putting in a final flurry just as the class B/D
guys were heading out. Most competitors commented that overall the track
felt far “grippier” today, and the oily section seemed to be absolutely fine.

Terry “where’s me trophy” Everall was looking particularly attractive in his
2004 t-shirt, claiming that his 2005 prize possession was smelly and dirty
having been tucked into his underpants all day yesterday.

Class A

Class and Championship leader Guy Hussey started the day well with a time
of 100.15, over 1.5 seconds faster than his best time of the day before.
Clearly keen to improve even further, he pushed just a little too hard, resulting
in this:



Guy couldn’t get any quicker and finished the class in first place, nearly 4
seconds ahead of second placed David “he beat me again” Hussey. Over
lunch, Guy was heard to inform owner David that “we need to get some
datalogging stuff”. “Oh we do, do we?” came the reply. It's probably best that
we bypass any Hussey domestics and move swiftly on...

Roland Garratt came third in class for the second day in a row, despite being
dragged back to the paddock on a tractor after not going anywhere at the start
of his final timed run. In a reversal of fortune from the Saturday, David Lyon
took fourth place from Adrian Galtress, who fought a little too valiantly and
ended up spinning at Abbotts on his final run. Geoffrey Barker brought up the
class A rear; | suspect he may have been a little too laid back about the whole
thing:

Class B

The Sunday round had only 3 competitors in this class. Barry, who had been
winning everything in sight before Anglesey, was keen to get his own back on
Stu for beating him yesterday. Barry’s personal target was to break the 100
second barrier. Stu set the standard by doing 99.92 on his first run, leaving
Barry knowing what was at stake as he set off for his second run. Having
studied some video footage, Barry knew that he could take school a bit faster.
What he couldn’t do was take it quite as fast as he did, and he did a wonderful
pirouette just in front of me at Abbotts. For those of you with a reasonable
internet speed, you can view the footage here:

http://www.clipshack.com/ClipView.aspx?id=WcQGRscDO.JIRM7Cr86KjA**



A patrticular fan of Barry’s who shall remain nameless, but who apparently
owns a lovely cat called Harry, commented that “he made a right pigs ear of
that, didn’'t he”. Barry was playing catch-up all day, and achieved his goal of
breaking 100 seconds with a 99.96 in his third run. Stu, however, was on
superb form with all three of his dry runs sub-100 seconds. His third run was
also his best, clocking a 99.01 and giving him another 17 points — well done,
Stu! Nigel Tye was some way behind these two, but he drove consistently
and improved his times throughout the day’s dry runs and finished the
weekend over 3 seconds faster than his best time from Saturday — well done
Nigel!

Class C

The biggest class of the day with 10 competitors, was as hotly fought as it
was on the previous day. Richard Smallridge came straight out and blasted
his best Saturday time away, opening the day with a superb time of 99.32.
No-one else was anywhere close — brother Philip being nearest but still over a
second adrift. In his second run, Richard surpassed himself with a cracking
time of 98.67! The Husseys in particular were in awe — having been used to
getting quite close to the class C times, they were bowled over with just how
much they still have to learn. This was Richard’s best time of the weekend,
and with it, he without doubt gets nominated as one of the “men of the match”
for the 2005 Anglesey weekend!

There were a number of repeat performances in C — Bambi coming second,
with a great time of 99.14, Tim coming third, and Philip fourth in class. Also in
a repeat performance of a different kind, the first spinner was John Loudon,
who spun in the same place as before, at the exit to school. Other than that,
class C was an incident free affair, with most of the competitors (except
George Hardman who improved his Saturday times by nearly 2 seconds and
sneaked above Keith the teeth) finishing in the same positions as the previous
day. Last years most lovely couple, Kev & Tim, are now starting to drift apart,
with Kev edging a small gap above Tim at the top of class C.

Class D

The other “man of the match” for the weekend was Matt “Fatbloke” Hillam,
who really gave Ash a run for his money. After the first run (in which Ash got
a rerun for catching up Spartacus), Ash was in the lead - just a little short of
his own course record, but with Matt only a tenth behind. This was all too
much for Ash; his only option was to add a little extra ballast to Matt’s car to
try and even out the balance:



Keith (who, incidentally, has checked his datalogger and says that he was 2
seconds quicker, pre-bang, without the oversteer, at the track last year) was
still struggling with oversteer, but nevertheless, Ash still felt the need to check
out whether he was also in need of more ballast:

Apparently the fit of the race suit confirmed that he did not, and Keith’s car
was left untouched — unlike his buttocks. Having checked out the competition,
Ash set off for his second run. We knew he had really gone for it, as he had
trouble holding it on the track over the finish line, and ended in a cloud of dust
— but at least still pointing in the right direction. A look at the times told 2005’s
all too familiar story — Ash had broken his own record by the narrowest of
margins — five hundredths, taking it to 95.83 seconds. Well done Ash!
Following close behind was Fatbloke, who achieved the dubious accolade of
being named Mrs Westy’s “man of the match #2” by putting in a stonking time
of 95.99! This time last year, (well, give or take a few hours), that time would
have broken the class record, then held by Windy. Not only is this an
absolutely superb time, and really got Ash worrying, let's not forget that Matt’s
car is relatively “untweaked” and he still even drives it to some events!

Windy, double driving with Matt, came a very respectable third in class — but
still nearly 2 seconds adrift of Matt! Of course, at least Wendy had the excuse
of “having to be more careful, it's not my car”. Thermoman (whose overalls
aren’t looking quite so shiny this year) improved by over 2 seconds on his
best time from Saturday, and snuck fourth place away from Keith by 0.14
seconds.

Class E

Once again, Stuart “first and last again” Hill was alone in E. He drove
consistently all day but couldn’t improve on his times from Saturday, and
finished with a best time of 100.80. The points for this weekend leap Stuart
above Steve Batchelor to the top of speed series class E — well done Stuart!

Class F

Another exciting day for the five in ‘F’. After the first timed run, Terry was
ahead by a whisker. Of course, the others weren’t happy about this and really
focussed on their second runs. Richard Carroll “over focussed” at Radar and



took a small spin; whilst Gently Hawkins right foot was anything but gentle.
On his first lap, he spun at Abbotts. A combination of my lightning camera
reactions and Andy’s lightning car control resulted in me sadly missing the
action. It's only by virtue of the height of his roll bar that | managed to capture
any proof of it at all (look closely towards the bottom right...)

Not content with this, Andy also spun at Radar on his second lap, resulting in
Barney in his lowly moped powered cream machine catching him up.

Terry, determined to keep his lead, was also a casualty on T2: the curse of
class F. He spun at Radar, and I'm delighted to announce that | managed to
capture the evidence:

Terry’'s lead was snatched away by Bananaman, who continued to drive
smoothly and quickly, and completed his run with a superb time of 94.33
Terry tried to regain the lead on the third timed run but only managed a 94.44
and Andy’s rain dance obviously worked as the track was damp by the time
their last runs were called. Whilst standing at the time sheet, | overheard
Terry say (and | quote, for | had my trusty notepad in hand at the time)
“Bloody Andy Lyall. Nought point eleven he beat me by. It must have been
the rain”. Big well done to Bananaman for beating Terry for the second time
this season! Never mind, Terry, it's not the winning, it's the whingeing that
counts.

James Howe, on his first time at Anglesey, also managed to worry Terry
thoughout the day, and finished just a few tenths behind. Richard Carroll
struggled to regain his form of yesterday, allowing not-so-Gently to nip above
him in the class.

Class G
One got quicker and the other got slower in G; Barney must have lost a lot of
weight overnight. He possibly wasted away whilst waiting at the bar for



Tommo to buy a round. The only blip on Barney’s Sunday portfolio was an
incident at the hairpin. Barney advised me that “it wasn’t a spin, it was
controlled mayhem”. Looked like a spin to me. Barney’s best run was his
second (unfortunately, moped power couldn’t beat the V8 today), and he
finished by winning class G with a time of 95.61, several seconds ahead of
double driver Andy.

Class H

The class on the day was once again fought between lan “will you please all
stop asking me if I'm registered” Stinton, and Mark “I really hope lan isn’t
registered” Smith. Mark was determined to get his own back on lan for
beating him yesterday. In doing so, he managed to spin off at the entrance to
School. Once again, lan took the class on the day (and FTD with a stonking
time of 85.56!) but Mark won class H with a time of 87.73, making the top of
the “H” leader board very close. Neil Clark and Mike Allard both drove
consistently, finishing second and third respectively, closely followed by
Delboy and Paul Wright.

Mr Plastic drove consistently, but was slower than Paul to the tune of three
hundredths. During the course of the day, Nick had a catalogue of disasters
and breakages, including a bolt in the propshaft going AWOL, the gearstick
coming undone, and the supercharger strap breaking. At one point, due to
numerous spinners in front of him, Nick seemed to keep getting reruns. We
saw him go past so often that we were almost expecting to hear “come in
number 72, your time is up”. Thanks to his eking out a victory over Tommo,
Nick takes the lead in class H by the narrowest of margins — 0.19 points.
Oooh, it's so exciting | could crush a grape.

Well what can we say about my mate Tommo? We always suspected that he
wasn't firing on all cylinders, and it turns out that the same was true of his car.
After he'd finished all his runs, he popped the bonnet off (after what happened
here last year, he hadn’'t dared do that earlier!) and discovered that one of the
plug leads unattached. Oops. Wonder how long it's been like that? In any
case, with either 7 or 8 cylinders, spinning at School isn’t going to do your
times any good:

Tommo’s bad luck continued all day, with a bang and a crunch he also lost
fifth gear on his third timed run. He also discovered in the clear Welsh light
that his black overalls, which he had bought to match his nice new black
boots, were in fact navy blue. But every cloud has a silver lining - at least he
had a whole weekend with just the one diff.



Although me Julie couldn’t quite be a Flymo Flattener this weekend, instead
she became a Cosworth Crusher, leaving Steve “my tyres are too old”
Robinson at the bottom of the class by nearly a second and a half. Well done,
Julie!

The excitement was finished off with the weekend awards. As usual, the
Westfield contingent (including Terry) headed home with a veritable cluster,
including lan Stinton’s FTD. Andy Lyall, a genuine novice, (unlike someone
who got a best novice award at Three Sisters last year), took the weekend
novice award, and team Gently’s Andy was also given an award for being the
best beginner. Well done!

All'in all, a superb weekend away - just a shame it took nearly 7 hours to get
home again at the end of it! The points are very close at the top of many
classes, and competitors are in no doubt tinkering and plotting to ensure they
beat each other at the few remaining events. Maybe I'll see you there, and if |
do — mine’s a glass of dry white, please.

Mrs Westy.
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