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WESTFIELD SPORTS CAR CLUB





WSCC Speed Series, Round  17 – Llandow

Class ‘F’ Paul Dew (Tigger)

Ah Llandow, back to my homeland and what a glorious weekend it turned out to be.

We arrived late Friday and guess what, it was raining already. Some of the guys had been on a track day including Barry and ACW (testing again), David Birch (who unfortunately broke his gearbox), Paul Morcom (dialing out his under steer), Danny Knight (still trying to get the hang of driving lol) and I think Stephen Herbert too so basically most of class ‘F’…!! Most of them were up the pub so we had to put the tent up alone in between the showers.

I didn’t get much sleep as I thought I was going to get struck by lightening, scary stuff in a flimsy tent believe me.

Woke up to a slightly overcast day but it was dry so a good start but I didn’t get a chance to walk the track so it would have to be down to memory.

First practice was un-eventful for most drivers, nobody spun off and we all had fairly good time except for Rob Crossland who was a bit on the slow side but then it was his first time here!!

Second practice came around very quickly and I managed over 3 secs quicker (what a memory), Tim Pennington went over 5 Secs quicker and Rob C went slower, I don’t think he was getting the hang of this somehow? 

We managed a timed run before lunch by which time ACW and Barry were depressingly fast with only 0.13 secs between them and already beating the Target time – Grrr!

Paul Morcom, Danny Knight and Stephen Herbert were slowly getting faster and Rob Crossland put in a good 86.66 which was around 7 secs faster than his last time.

Time for Lunch where there were lots of discussions about whether the 3rd planned run was going to count for the speed series. Of course I allayed their fears buy saying “I don’t have a clue” … that went down well!

Some of us had a “have a sit in my car” period which was nice, Paul Morcom looked so funny in mine because he couldn’t even see of the Aeroscreen .

Second timed run WAS eventful with Rob having a very interesting entry into Bus-stop sideways, Stephen had a fail, Adrian put in the fastest time of 76.62 which was blinding. I’m not sure if this was the lap he had a bit of a brown trouser moment but he deffo had one.

Now it has to be mentioned about Stephen H’s moment, again not sure if this was the last timed run or 2nd but I’m sure he can clarify if you ask him nicely but basically in his own words:

“What none of you will have seen, because it was on the back straight behind the sound barrier bund, was my brown trouser moment when travelling at about 80/90 mph under full throttle acceleration in 3rd gear, in a straight line, my diffuser got stuck momentarily under my rear offside wheel. You don't normally expect to spin when travelling down a straight in the dry, in third gear, even if accelerating hard. Well I managed it, and for a second or two it quite put me off competition in high performance cars! Fortunately I had a spare set of underpants back in the paddock”.

It has to be said that this event was superbly run, 3 timed runs was excellent and no real incidents which is always a bonus.

Adrian got a great time but didn’t get a trophy for his time, just his “moment”; he was awarded the “Nice One” trophy. He was very closely followed by Barry who was one of the only two sub 80 secs runners but Tim Pennington was extremely close with an 80.01.

The rest of us just followed along in an orderly fashion making up the numbers as usual – Doh!

Out of the 8 runners in class “F” (sorry David couldn’t play because of his broken gearbox), 4 of us managed to beat the time by 103% (of which I was one of them – Yes!) which just goes to show how much faster we are all getting, so watch out next year … I for one am looking forward to it!

Class G – Mark Anson

A fairly last minute decision to enter Llandow saw me arrive late Friday morning, and praying for good weather for the weekend. 

At the time it has to be said that the forecast was looking changeable at best.

The WSCC trackday was well under way and I decided to pay for an afternoon session as I would need all the practice I could get, as this would be my first visit to Llandow for three years.

I did a couple of runs trying to simulate a sprint but outbraked myself on the first run and got traffic on the second! After letting the tyres recover I went out for another run and began “experimenting” with a couple of different lines!!!

One alternative line that certainly didn’t work out for the best saw me spinning off at 83mph onto the gravel just before the main back straight. 

On getting back to the paddock I realised that the steering wheel wasn’t quite in line and for a while I thought I done some serious damage. As it turned out nothing was bent and the problem was soon rectified ready for the next day.

Heavy rain overnight didn’t bode well for the event itself and had left the track damp but drying quickly.

First practice came and went and I managed an 80.90sec lap just pipping Grahame Harden on an 81.07. 

With a target time of 78.42 I was still some way off but managed to get down to a 78.71 for second practice so was in sight of making the target time as long as the weather held out.

With the championship battle getting “interesting” I was keeping an eye on Barry Slingsby and ACWs times in class F and they both under their target time by the end of second practice.

Championship leader Matt Hillam was also flying in the SBD car who was also under the class H target time.

First timed runs commenced and I got down to a 77.18 which would turn out to be my best of the three runs albeit Grahame Harden put in a 77.16 to beat me into second place.

A good day all round and a second trip to South Wales without rain spoiling the event!!  A result in itself !!

