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WESTFIELD SPORTS CAR CLUB





WSCC Speed Series – Round 14 – Three Sisters

Class F Report – Howard Gaskin

After the glorious sunshine we’d enjoyed the day before at Shelsley, the forecast for Sunday was for heavy rain. It turned out to be overcast and breezy but was for the moment dry.

I’d never been to Three Sisters before but Tommo has many times (avoiding a very obvious joke there).  However, the course was set to a new layout so there was something new for both of us. The new layout meant there was no target time and since Tommo and I were the only two in F on the day, one of us was going home with 17 points.

We walked the course and then found out the cones were not in the correct place owing to the previous day’s competition. Once the correct layout was established we walked it again.

Scrutineering was an unconventional affair – perhaps unique to Three Sisters – where you had to take your car over to a separate area which meant driving along the track, which also meant a long wait and a delay in getting first practice underway because the track was occupied. That apart, the organisation was very slick, and owing to the relatively small entry and good marshalling allowing two, maybe three cars on track at once, and with a view to the possible change in weather they were able to offer two practice and two timed runs before lunch.  Fantastic.

First practice for me was a fairly pedestrian affair, just finding my way round.  On second practice, feeling more confident I pushed too hard into the second hairpin, locked up the cold tyres and slid into the tyrewall. Thankfully, nothing damaged but pride.

With the first two timed runs completed before lunch, Tommo was on 48.50 whilst I was on 49.80 with confidence building that I could improve on that.  Sure enough, I managed a 48.88, very happy to get within 0.4s of Tommo on my first visit to Three Sisters.

Unfortunately, he got back in very quickly and bagged a 47.60. Soon after, the weather broke and it started to rain. I was disconsolate that I would not be able to chase that time. Luckily the rain didn’t last long and the organisers kept a watchful eye on the weather and declared that there would be another run available and it would count.  We managed to stagger our last runs so that I would have the warmer tyres and achieved a 47.92. Result.

Another superbly run Longton & District Club event. 
Class H – Terry Everall
Well Del and I were joined by the Jones bothers, Kurt( not in Speed Series) in the ex Tom Green, Tommo V8 Flymo beast that has been altered and had suspension designed and sorted by Gary Smith so it was going to be an interesting day. The midweek weather forecast promised rain all day but we arrived early and it was dry with possibility of the odd shower( result!). The previous record for todays different circuit was 45.47 secs and set in 2002 by Tom Green so the same car would be tested today! We would be more than challenged by the Class G guys on this tight , technical and twisty circuit where big nerve is required to attached over the aptly named “ Cowards Summit” finish.

The track walk saw Steve ( brother ) and  meet up with Tommo who was showing Howard around. Up to his usual tricks Tommo was showing Howard the wrong track and that’s not very sporting when the guy lets you double drive his car and has not been to the circuit before!!!!!! ( Good game, good game )

I told Tommo it was the wrong track but he rebuffed me ( told me to F off) and said I always had a complaint and was this just another excuse to use before we had even started. (that’s  about 24 excuses I have in the memory banks). So Steve and I walked the correct track and left Howard and Hilda (Tommo) to look at all the bits we would not be using. 

There was quite a small entry of cars so we were kept moving all day and had 2 practice and 6 timed runs and still finished early

P1 saw me on the pace at 45.97sec with Del on 48.29secs. The Jones boys were as usual plagued by engine gremlins and had an uneven running Turbo Busa. Paul recorded 48.04secs and Kevin 48.65 secs.  My second timed run produced 44.81 secs to set a new class record and was matched exactly, about 3 cars later, by Kurt in the Flymo! Del was not comfortable with the cars handling and a bit of undertseer but is happy with the engine and sequential box. Both Del and I are struggling a bit this season due to adding weight to our cars due to gearbox, full cage, bigger diffs etc .

Del’s best was 47.03 secs with Kev Jones 47.91secs and Paul 47.96secs on their only run. They spent the rest of the day trying to diagnose the problem which may be injector related.

On T5 it started to rain a bit but whilst some wimps chickened out I went out for a bit of practice and gave an interesting display of understeer, oversteer, and knit one pearl one with the steering wheel to keep the car on the black stuff and I was quite pleased with a 46 sec run in those conditions on slicks. Brother Steve got too enthusiastic and did a pirouette on the café corner to please the crowds. The Barney versus Mark battle was keenly observed and these guys were quick in their nimble, lightweight bade powered cars. In the end Mark Anson took the win and was fastest Westfield on the day with 44.69secs which is a new class record. If you want to see good lines take a look at Mark’s video on the website as it’s a great run. So another well run day and candidate for best organising club/event in my opinion.

And Finally – Class H’s Kev Jones sums up their current run of luck

"The car sucked again, I missed loads of runs and have no idea how anyone else got on ... but 5/100ths was enough to show double-drive rivalry is a wonderful thing, this week anyway."

