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WESTFIELD SPORTS CAR CLUB





WSCC Speed Series – Round 13 – Shelsley Walsh

Class F Report – Stephen Herbert

A great turnout of Speed Series competitors, about 20 I think I counted. Class F well represented as usual. Also,  lovely weather, all day. Lots of banter and friendly rivalry.

I had high hopes of putting in a respectable time personally, as I had competed at this venue last year. Second practice time was 34.06, within 1.5 secs. of the class F target, and I knew there was more to come. My closest competitor in class F novices is Rob Crossland, as some of you will know, and he and I were side by side in the paddock, which lead to much leg pulling, both ways! It was Rob's first visit, so not surprisingly he was a bit slower than me in practice, but close enough to know he could press me hard in the afternoon when it mattered. Practice for all of our SS classes was quite delayed, whilst 3 of the Caterham lads managed to have incidents on track. One in particular took some time to recover, as he had managed to roll it down the valley on the left of the track. Somehow he walked away from it unscathed, I think he had a full cage, although the car was so badly “totalled” that it wasn't clear to see when the car was brought down.

My first competitive run began well. 2.25 sec over the first 64 ft, which is the best I've ever done up hill. I was well fired up, and by the split time point below bottom S I was a full half second up. At that point, unfortunately brain seems to have disengaged from hands and feet. I knew I needed to leave my braking point late, which I did, only I almost forgot to brake at all, just a quick press and bang it into 2nd gear, going so fast at entry that I think the rev limiter protested momentarily, so I must have entered bottom S doing close on 70 mph. Net result, I exited the corner going backwards.

After that, and with only one more run, I couldn't afford another “fail”, so on my last run I only managed 34.22, 0.16 slower than my second practice run, when I know the car was quite capable of a time in the mid-33s. To add insult to injury, Rob managed a very creditable 34.21 on his first visit to the hill, to beat me by 0.01 of a second! Ah well, I'll get my revenge!! As for Class F in general, no less than 10 of us turned up to tackle the hill.

Howard and Tommo were up front, both beating the target time, Tommo on top with a time of 31.49 and Howard posting 32.26. They were seperated by Peter Goulding however, with a fantastic time of 31.83 (is Peter really a novice?!) well done Peter. Tigger was having problems, I think it might have been his flappy paddles, but finished the day with 33.71 for 5th. in class, just pipped by Paul Morcom who posted a 33.55. Then it got really close, with hundredths of a second separating us. Paul Edden was 34.17, Rob as already mentioned 34.21 and me on 34.22. Five hundredths of a second between 3 of us! Finishing class F were Mark Schlanker in 35.21 and Daniel Knight in 37.05, both in their first season.
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Stephen loading up on grub between runs, never a good idea!

Class F continued  - Howard Gaskin, The Ginger General

My previous visit had been in the pouring rain three years ago but the sun was certainly shining today.

Practice was conducted largely uneventfully in the Westfield camp as everyone got to grips with the steep and narrow course. A warning of the dangers came when a yellow Caterham returned to the paddock in pretty bad shape on the recovery truck. A little later a second yellow Caterham got airborne off the trackside banking.

Tommo declared his intent leading practice with a 32.03 before lunch at the newly built and very pleasant Stratstone restaurant adjacent to the paddock.

[image: image3.jpg]



Team Ginger Team Principal Howard Gaskin powering up the famous hill
Into the timed runs and Tommo continued to lead the way with a 31.79. Pete Goulding had a brown trouser moment clipping the bank and fishtailing up the hill. Brave man that he is he kept his foot in and was rewarded with a 32.14 crossing the line at 103mph. Howard continued to chip away at his own times with a 32.52. Paul Morcom went a fraction slower than his P1 at 33.76 but improved again later with a 33.55.

Steven Herbert outbraked himself at the Bottom Ess and ended up pointing the wrong way. He didn’t complete the run so no time recorded.
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                                           Stephen Herbert, not quite nailing it,the result of too many pies between runs!
Tigger was having one of those off-days we all suffer from occasionally, whether it’s a temporary loss of self belief or the gain of a desire for self preservation. He felt he couldn’t push as much as he is able, finishing the day on 33.71. It wasn’t helped when a red Caterham got launched off the banking after Crossing, flipped, and rolled down the bank at the side of the course. Thankfully the driver escaped unhurt but the car was a complete write-off. Very sobering.

Paul Edden joined the fun in F on 1b tyres squeaking ahead of Rob Crossland with a final time of 34.17
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Chairman geezer Paul Edden
Rob continued his battle with Steven Herbert just pipping him to the post by one hundredth of a second, Steven going up the hill with his hazard lights flashing in recognition of his T1 mishap!

[image: image6.jpg]



Rob Crossland sets away

Mark Schlanker was pleased to get into the 34s in practice but couldn’t quite repeat it in the timed runs returning a 35.21 and later a 38.15. Meanwhile Daniel Knight was having his own battle with gearbox issues, just outside the 36s at 37.05 and then 37.09.

Tommo put in another cracker on his final run winning the class with a time of 31.49.  Pete Goulding put his earlier fright behind him and grabbed second at 31.83 and Howard secured third on the day with a 32.26, all three getting ahead of the target time. 

Many Thanks to WSCC member  Paul Willetts for the great photos, much appreciated Paul.
Good luck to all those out at Llandow, Loton next up for me so hopefully see you there.

Rich.
