



WSCC Speed Series Round 

Pembrey

Class – G Mark Anson

This was my first visit to Pembrey since 2007, and also the first in class G with bike power.

I deliberated all the previous week about which diff ratio to fit to give me the best compromise between acceleration and top speed. In the end I opted for the longer 3.38 diff over the 3.62., a correct choice as it turned out.

Id arranged to meet Barney somewhere on the M5, so left home early doors and had a surprisingly clear run down to Streatham services where we met up, and after a short break and a coffee made our way down to the circuit.

Id forgotten how far it was and it seemed to take forever once we had left the motorway but we eventually arrived at about 2pm.

On arrival there was a track day on and we were told we couldn’t go in till 4.30pm after the track day had finished....fair enough as we would have to cross the track to get into the paddock, so we had a walk around the banking on the outside watching the action. Various Minis were in attendance as well as a Radical, but we noted with interest that Anne Ballantyne and the ACW/ Barry Slingsby cars were also in attendance.

4:30pm arrived and the bloke on the gate who was finishing his shift asked us to wait ten minutes for the track day folks to leave and then go in. We duly obliged but after 15mins it was clear that no one was leaving so we decided to make our way in. I got just to the edge of the track when some jobsworth (who turned out to be the circuit manager) stopped us and told us we couldn’t go in till 6:30pm as the security man would have to check our tickets!!!!!!!!

Anyway he eventually went and after some discussion with others in the queue decided we would ignore him and go in anyway.

Once set up Barney and I walked the track and later got the bikes out and cycled a couple of laps, thus ensued a shock defeat for Barney as I passed him on the start finish straight for victory. (there’s even a video in existence to prove it). 

I just hoped I could repeat that the next day.

SATURDAY
Saturday arrived and again we were blessed with sunshine and practice runs commenced.

I managed a 114.11 first time out beating Barneys time of 114.93 . New class G entrant Grahame Harden managed a respectable 116.50.

This bode well for the weekend as class G target time was a 117.04.

First timed runs soon commenced and it became apparent that I had a car problem. First I lost the display on my clocks and then the car stopped whilst queuing for the start. A completely dead battery was diagnosed and it turned out the battery wasn’t taking a charge from the engine. 

At this point I must thank Tim Nunn for the use of his battery pack and Chris and David Hussey who assisted all weekend at the startline keeping it plugged in to the car until the last minute.

Thanks must also go the Speed Series sponsor Steve Broughton from SBD who saved the day who gave me his spare battery to use for the rest of the weekend.

I manage to improve my time to a 113.28 but Barney was straight into the groove with a 111.72.

Second timed runs commenced and Barney had a very close shave when he had to take avoiding action to avoid Grahame Harden who had stopped on track. Despite Mark Leybourne and Stew Pickles shouting from the sidelines the Marshal hadn’t noticed hence no red flags.

Grahame Hardens bad luck continued for this season it turns out poor Grahame’s engine has blown so that was the end of his meeting.

Second Timed runs produced slower times for the both of us so we would have to wait till after lunch and the top 12 run off to have a go at improving.

Third timed runs came and Barney improved to a 111.33 and I pushed harder and got down to a 112.66 leaving me just 1.33 seconds behind. All in all a satisfactory haul off points for the first day.

SUNDAY

Despite the poor weather forecast the sunshine was out again for Sunday and 1st Practice soon commenced.

Barney was straight into the groove and posted a 111.74 not far off his fastest time for Saturday. I had a poor run after getting 'box full of neutrals' on my second lap. My battery problem was playing on my mind a bit I guess and I was making some small mistakes. 

First timed runs commenced and I managed a 113.72 however Barney posted a stunning time of 110.68 declaring he couldn’t go any quicker and wasn’t going out for a second run. 

Second timed runs came round and there was a hint of rain in the air so I decided I would have to really go for it to get the 3 second odd gap to Barney down. 

It was heart in mouth stuff and I was on the ragged edge but got down to a 111.01 just 0.33secs off Barney. 

I was well pleased with this and as it had started to rain and our front tyres had had enough I also decided to call it a day. Both Barney and I realised that one of us would probably have a big accident if either of us pushed any harder so we packed up and enjoyed watching the others 3rd runs.

So to conclude an excellent weekend’s motorsport at a fantastic track. 

All they need to do is move it to somewhere near civilisation..

