



WSCC Speed Series Round 8: Harewood
Class F Report: Richard Kerr

It was off to a chilly Harewood for Round 8 of the WSCC Speed Series, many of the regulars arriving Friday night for a wee shandy or two.

Class F was well represented again with 7 of us battling to try and beat Matt Fatbloke Hillam’s 2008 target time of 61.97. Mark Schlanker and Stephen Herbert were both making their first competitive trips to the famous hill.

A good laugh was had by all on Friday night, it was never going to be quiet with Yam Yam and Tim Nunn around!

BBQing in the dark in bloody freezing temperatures is never good, but with good company and a healthy supply of ale all is good in the world.

Saturday had been forecast to be wet, it did rain quite a bit overnight but thankfully it stayed dry all day but it was a tad parky to say the least.
Practice runs all went off without too much issue, times were not that quick, most folks in most classes complaining of not much grip due to the cold and probably the lack of use the hill has had so far this year.

T1 took place before lunch, credit to Harewood’s paddock marshals who kept things running smoothly all weekend.

Times were tight at the top between Tommo, double driving with Howard and myself, with just 0.6 secs the difference. Paul Morcom put in a steady 68.13 in his first drive at Harewood in the new car. Mark Schlanker and Stephen Herbert also doing well on there first visit to Harewood, John Shepherd also steady away in his immaculate yellow Zetec.


Richard Kerr exiting farmhouse – Pic, David Hunter
T2 after lunch saw the gap at the top between Tommo and myself remain at 0.6 secs although we both improved our times by about the same margin. RK on a 62.21 and JT on a 62.85. Rear end grip was my gripe, not sure the wide Kumhos were the answer on a cold track, maybe last years Avons would have been the answer? Howard also improved by over a second and was taking heart with the fact Tommo was proving his car has great ability to be competitive and mix it up for class honours. With JT’s experience I’m sure the double drive deal will suit you both very well.

T3, the final competitive run of the day saw Mark S improve by 3 seconds, a massive margin and a commendible 68.57 on his first visit to Harewood. Stephen H, Paul Morcom and Howard also all improving, Howard finishing on a 64.69, whilst JT had a slight moment and ending up slower, you had me worried John! All in all a good days Motorsport but Matt’s target time stayed intact for another year.

Class H – terry Everall

The forecast all week had been dire at zero degree temp and rain all day so when we arrived I was pleased to see dry but cloudy weather. However there was a bitter cold strong north wind which made it feel like the artic. Only Matt Hillam and myself were out to chase the difficult target time of 58.05 secs. Matt had a really good day and throughout the practices and timed runs he stayed well ahead and was not pressurised by me at all. We both pulled 100mph through the speed trap up the hill and apart from one run when I had fuel starvation due to running tank too low both cars went well on a cold track. In the end Matt got down to 58.30secs (twice!) whilst I could only do 60.12secs which is a long way from my previous best times so I still need to sort out the cars power delivery and handling to match last years performances. Maybe I am getting slower ?

Good to see Paul Pocklington out in the “new” machine with crossflow power and also to witness Paul Edden go grass cutting as the red mist took over. Tommo also forgot to turn right at one corner but only damaged his pride but did not slow him down. Mark Anson was chasing a difficult target time and had a good day winning his class whilst brother Steve did well in Class B/D before racing off to catch a plane to Las Vegas for a holiday As he has now retired from work this seems a good way to pass the time!

So MIRA is next and I hope to see many of you there.

