



WSCC Speed Series : Hethel
Hethel 2nd May 2010 - Classes C, F, J1 Chris Hussey

Our welcome in Norfolk was somewhat cold, windy and wet but undeterred we set up camp and Martin Hepworth even managed to get his gazebo up without losing it but that’s enough of the housekeeping on to practice. 

First out was David Hussey for an exploratory lap on a very wet track and he gingerly tiptoed round to set a very respectable 89s lap and in the process decided it wasn’t wet enough for those who followed and kindly left all his coolant over the track for those who followed. This didn’t affect the very determined Keith Adams who set a very respectable 86.42s run and Martin Hepworth’s 91s lap. Only Chris Hussey didn’t go out and instead trotted round the paddock in search of hot water to try and cool the car down. On to the second, very wet, practice run and the very nice officials took pity on Chris and let him have both his practice runs back to back allowing him to get used to the track and set a time of 84s, none of the people who had actually run before the rain returned improved their times. 

The rain did stop for the first run and the times finally began to fall with Keith going fastest with an 82.45s followed by Martin on 86.14s and David on an 89 but with a cone hitting penalty, Chris only managed an 4WO. Over lunch the wind continued to blow and the rain held off so for the second timed run the times began to tumble with everyone getting into the 70’s though it was Keith’s turn to collect a cone bashing penalty. For the final run of the day the track was almost completely dry and the times reflecting it with David setting a 71.33s lap followed by Keith on a 75.09s and Martin on a 77.00s, this only left Chris who, with considerable help from a re-run and running later than the rest of the class, managed to set a 67.94s on a totally dry track. 

After some horrendous luck at Hethel in recent years it was great to see Martin finish the day with his body, car, sense of humour and even gazebo in tack. 

Class F Paul Aspden

An early start for Team Asco saw us arrive at about 7.45. 

The action stared for us whilst warming the car, we discovered a broken alternator bolt, and damaged drive belt. With help from Barry Slingsby, the bolt was replaced and the belt tensioned, so it was a last minute dash for the first practice.

Having seen at least 3 cars in the barriers at the second corner, and with a wet track, rain & mindful of the accident at Coombe, I decided to meander round and see if I could remember the lines! 

Second practice arrived quickly so off again in the cold wet conditions, with the time just improving, though nowhere near my fellow competitors.

After practice, it looked like the man to beat was Peter G who was ahead of ACW, Barry & then me.

1st timed run saw a slight improvement in the weather with less rain, and a corresponding reduction in times. Peter G managed to hit a cone at the first chicane which left him fourth in class, I was third, with Barry second to ACW.

The second timed run saw further improved conditions, though this didn’t seem to help Peter who managed to skittle the cones at the chicane again. The result was a 109 second run when penalties were added. I had got down to within about  a second of the target time, Barry was just about on the target time & ACW was 2 seconds below it!!!!!, the track was still wet & I hadn’t seen the shift light all day for fear of the car spinning into the wall!  

The final run was in the best conditions we’d seen all day, though the roundabout at the bottom of the track was very, very  slippy.

ACW was out first, then myself, Peter & Barry.  

When I got back to the paddock, I heard the start of Barry’s run, which was lots of revs and a stall, which fortunately resulted in a  re-start. This was more successful, but with lots of wheel-spin, and a very determined start to the run. This didn’t last too long though as the cones went for a fly at the chicane, so no chance of beating ACW. 

Peter managed to get a timed run with a decent time considering the previous antics.

The result was Peter 4th, Barry third, me second and ACW 1st. 

Paddock discussion was all about how to hustle a “road going” Westfield round Hethel in under 67 seconds, a feat which ACW managed in damp ish conditions, beating his nearest rival (Me) by over 2 seconds, though it should be said Barry had been closer all day. Much respect to ACW a cracking drive..

