



WSCC Speed Series Round 6 Aintree
Class F – Richard Kerr

Round six was off to the land of Scouse for more fun in the sun. Algar jnr. had made the trip with me in his white van, he didn’t look out of place trying to sell his wares from the side door of the Vivaro.

We arrived just in time for John getting the Stella’s from the fridge and a warm welcome from Lord and Lady Cottingham, Lady C had roped some others into a re-arranged charity walk of the circuit which had to be done at midnight…….what to do til then, mmm walk the course with a beer or two, enjoy a generous helping of Mrs Shepherd’s now famous Shepherd’s Pie, un settle the Caterham kids and continue with the beer. Algar jnr had joined us for tea, that kiddie has hollow legs!

(Still the beer flowed)

Lord and Lady C joined us for a night cap, John Shepherd playing barman expertly managed to empty a bottle of Bacardi, most of a bottle of whisky before the ladies went on their second walk of the course, this one for Charity, hic.
I woke up Saturday morning with a slight headache but felt much better when I saw the two and eight of John who was feeling a tad rough, a fact proven when he was found trying to fill a B&Q orange bucket with something that contained carrots? Some people really should know better!
Competition in F came in the shape of Garry Bunn, Paul Aspden (no jokes please) John “carrot” Shepherd, Stephen Herbert and myself. Times were very tight at the top throughout. I was hopeful of a decent set of times after going well at Aintree last year, the car seemed better through the faster corners since the new wider rims and setup, hopefully they would work on Aintree’s fast corners.
P1 saw me leading on a 48.98 which felt like a pretty good base, the car felt much more planted through the first two corners enabling me to hold a better line than last year, but was slower over the line, probably not helped by the fact I had dragged my rear diffuser over the line at 130mph! Paul wasn’t far behind on a 49.95 and Stephen Herbert on his first trip to Aintree put in a 54.21

P2 was claimed by Paul improving by almost two seconds and Garry on a 49.09 and me a 48.39

T1 was squeezed in before lunch, credit to Liverpool Motor Club and their FAMOUS ANOUNCER!

Less than half a second split the first three, all improving on previous times, but strangely I was slower over the line?

T2 was even closer with just 0.2 splitting the first three, it really was anybodies me a 47.14, Garry a 47.36 and Paul a 47.38, it was a this crucial point Mick Cooper, Team Principal and chief tactician started fettling ride heights on the Honda powered Armco Detector in a bid to seal a victory for Team ASCO……

T3 was the last competitive run, a fantastic final run from Garry saw him pip Paul and I with a target beating time of 46.85, brilliant drive Garry bearing in mind it’s not even your car, well done mate.

All in all a great days sport, with great banter all day – Harewood next for me, hopefully see you there. Rich 
Class F cont Stephen Herbert
My first practice run was rather eventful; I proved 2 things during it. First you can get downforce from a diffuser on a Westfield, and secondly 1mm thick aluminium sheet is not thick enough to withstand the downforce, so that a diffuser made from it will bend itself at speeds above about 100mph. I therefore completed my first practice run with my diy diffuser scraping along the ground, much to the concern of any marshalls within earshot!

After I had removed bent the diffuser, the rest of the meeting passed without mishap so far as I was concerned. I realised I wasn't going to be able to mix it with the Big Boys on such a high speed track (by Speed Series standards) but set my own personal target after the second practice run of trying to get below 50 secs. I managed it on the last official run, with 49.98 secs. I don’t think I have ever been so thrilled with a competitive run in my car than that. Oddly, as my times came down, my speed over the finish line remained constant, at 125 mph on each run, other than the first practice run of course.

Class H Terry Everall
The day was dry and warm with a perfect (if patched up) track so myself and Del were looking forward to cracking the target time. P1 was interesting in that at Beechers corner I got onto the dusty outside line and gently went off grass cutting with my front splitter but I avoided the famous Grand National fence. A bit embarrassing really but these things happen so I returned to the paddock with a broken and soon to be removed splitter. Del had gone before me and did 125mph through finish which was slower than he should have been so I was not surprised to see the bonnet off and investigations taking place. The misfire that Gary Smith had diagnosed at Silverstone was still there despite installing harder plugs as the soft ones were melting. Number 2 cylinder seemed worst and a use of Mark Anson’s compression tester revealed almost no compression. It turned out to be a holed piston and 3 melted pistons as well as melted plugs. I offered Del a double drive and we went into P2 with me still not happy about the power delivery of the Millington. Sure enough both our runs showed 130mph over the finish and yet last year I did 139mph!. 

We had 3 timed runs and I managed to avoid embarrassment by beating Del (or was he just being a gentleman and letting me win) but was still a second or so slower than last year. This development lark is proving difficult and I need a trip to the rolling road to get it sorted sooner rather than later whilst Del is in engine rebuild mode.

Steve D was out in the ex Banana man car which proceeded to lose bolts and other bits through the day and Steve Herbert’s duratec car lost its home made rear diffuser (1mm ally is too thin!) Brother Steve Everall went well in class B/D but also developed a misfire which he hopes is just sooted up plugs. Amazingly the MHC car ran perfectly all day and Paul Aspden and Garry Bunn did not have an off or break anything!

