



WSCC Speed Series
Round 5 – Silverstone

Class F Chris Ford

The sun was out, and the Silverstone Stowe circuit looks like it had the makings of a great sprint track.  For the double drive duo of Sean Baker and Chris Ford – Silverstone was where the gauntlet was laid down, as it’s the only circuit that neither of us had ever driven before – whoever won here would be deemed the champion in our own little friendly battle (up to now chris had always beaten sean in his car, but had known the tracks, so wasn’t a fair battle).     With Malvern timing up to their usual tracks, no practice times were available, so it wasn’t til the first official timed run that we would know where we stood.   Chris was ahead by a couple of seconds on the first run, but both were talking about how much time they think they could gain in the various corners, so it was still all to play for on the 2nd timed run.  Both had good runs, it was an anxious wait for the results sheet – it was a shock – Chris had improved by a second to do a 112.67, but Sean, it seemed!, had improved by a whopping 16 seconds to do a 100.15 !!! – Something didn’t seem right, as that was faster than Matt Hilam on slicks – A further look at the timings also showed Paul Aspden getting FTD with an 80.73, some 10 seconds quicker than the single seaters – so questions were asked and ticker tape dug through – The truth was found, and corrections made, with Seans 2nd run really being a 114.65, Pauls being 105.63.   Tommo and Howard also had a good double drive event in Howards car, with Tommo winning the class with a stonking lap of 103.43 – It seems if you want to be quick in the speed series, its best to drive someone else’s car !!
Class F cont. Howard Gaskin

A very good turn out for F, everyone interested to see what the new Stowe circuit layout would hold. The day’s itinerary seemed ambitious with the circuit being shared with Superkart races and the MSA British Sprint top twelve run-off. However, the day was tightly run, the only issue being with the timing equipment so we didn’t know what times we’d managed in morning practice, and there were a few glitches in the afternoon timed runs. That, and the price of the food and tea at the caterers.  Thanks for stepping in with the sandwiches, Julie!

  Practice was pretty uneventful, other than a problem surfacing with a rear wheel on Mick Cooper’s car driven by Paul Aspden and Garry Bunn. Poor Garry’s not having a good year so far, his own car with two corners knocked off, and then problems with his double-drive. Derek Hodder kindly offered Paul a seat in his supercharged class H runner, although it sounded off-colour in the afternoon. Meanwhile, Garry stepped into Barney’s class G car to sample bike engine power and paddle shift. 

There was some confusion with the timed runs and initially it looked like Barry Slingsby was setting the pace with a 105.34 until he very sportingly confessed that he’d gone straight through the chicane. That put Tommo in the lead.  Meanwhile, I clipped a cone mid-chicane and took it with me. Exiting the chicane and watching the cone for a moment to see if it was about to pop out, and I found myself off the edge of the track for a NTR. I didn’t bother with the second lap.  That was a mistake because when it came to the second timed run I reached the highest levels of muppetdom by turning the wrong side of the cone in mid-chicane. Following the (sparse) cones led me straight off the track onto the rough tarmac.  I regained the track and pressed on for the second lap. Damn me, but I did the same thing again. Furious, I was convinced that someone had messed up the cones but no-one else was having trouble.  Later found out that the cones had been deliberately spaced far apart to allow the karts a sight-line through from their low viewpoint.

Tommo, settling into the car nicely, set an absolutely cracking time of 103.43 in T2 to take the win, with Adrian and Barry two seconds adrift. Paul Morcom was fourth followed by Chris Ford, Sean Baker (for a moment looking like he’d managed an impressive 100 second run until the timing was corrected) then Mark Schlanker in his second event. Keep at it Mark! Howard finished a creditable last. Special mention should go to Ashley Wood and his father Tim in their first sprint in class A/C.  Ashley is just 16 but drove very competently which is more than I did.

Overall, a good event. Scorching weather, interesting circuit, great bunch of people. Just bring your own food
CLASS G Barney
Well the sun shines on the righteous as they say and the speed series competitors awoke from their slumber Sunday morning with blazing sunshine.

The “paddock” consisted of us all parking together on a circuit internal road, thankfully the good weather didn’t make this an issue. All the pre practice banter that we know and love was in full swing (
First impressions were that the track would suit our cars down to the ground.matt Turner being in our class for the day had a slight moment in p1 when his bonnet started to lift,with a cruise back to the pits ensuing.

Mark (allo,allo,allo )anson was flying, following his good showing at Gurston the day before.

I was stopped on the startline ,all ready to go on the green light.we had to halt proceedings for the superKarts..to say the start marshal and other officials incurred my wrath is an understatement…if you interrupt me on the line ready to go ,a whip and chair is normally required…ask a certain loton park official..:-)Tommo gave me his fatherly advice and a big hug…all say awww..

A short break for the church,then into p2….in between a short flying display from the only plane flying in the uk….Barney shot off enjoying the great track conditions,but had the shock of his life as craig joined him at 80mph plus at the exit of the chicane going into his 2nd lap..the start marshal not seeing me and releasing the SBD car..had some fun keeping with the class h monstor but the red mist descended…

In the other classes paul aspen had discovered some rear hub damage from a previous events excursion and that was the end of the day for the Team Mickmade car of paul and Garry Bunn,whos own car was still being rebuilt from a croft car/Armco indiscretion.

Bunny was offered the drive in barney`s car,with del offering a drive for paul.A quick discussion with officials,a change of numbers and bunny lined up for his first timed run., a two minute test session around the stowe paddock had obviously worked as he raced away from the line, the anti stall system kicking in several times until he gave it a bootful.. if was good enough for the hamster on this track..

Now Garry getting used to all the cbr1000 power and paddleshift was a sight to behold,first chasing down a morgan,then another westie…he`s had more seat time in my car this year than me..

The timing was a bit hit and miss,but the end of the day say barney with 102.1 and mark with 104.3.matt was 3rd with 110.39 a mighty drive on 1b`s with more power to be found..

Class H Terry Everall
There were quite a few issues surrounding the first ever visit to Silverstone’s Stowe Sprint circuit. Firstly was the very late arrival of Final instructions which gave no idea about site facilities for the night before or paddock arrangements! So with a more than 3 hour drive from York, brother Steve and Gary Smith and I decided to spend money. As you can imagine this was hard for 3 Yorkshiremen to do but we booked into a B&B exactly 30m from a pub. So on Saturday we prepared and worked on our strategy in the pub whilst we consumed game pie and 4 pints of lager!

Earlier we had arrived at Silverstone to find a classic example of organised chaos. None of the Silverstone staff knew about the paddock layout for the sprint and just said that the karters had taken over the site. The one toilet block was locked and for a slick shod car like mine there was no tarmac area to unload on. Great start we thought.

Anyway Sunday morning started with wall to wall sunshine and it was probably hotter during the day than it was in Spain ( sorry Nick – I know your stuck there ). So conditions were fantastic and the track was a big fast challenge similar to Ty Croes in some respects but track conditions like that in April are rare. 

Start was to be 0900 hrs prompt due to tight schedule with karters but at 0920hrs we were still waiting the green light but guess what it was our old friends Malvern Timing who were having problems. In the end we did not get any times for P1 and throughout the day there were some strange times posted. For a long time Paul Aspden was shown with FTD of around 80 secs which was so impressive that it was some 10 secs quicker that the Pilbeam Judd of Stewart Robb who took ftd on 89.06 secs. I knew Paul was good but ……… not that good in a Westfield.

We got 2 practises and 2 timed runs of 1.8 laps and there was some committed driving out on track as we pushed harder to get the 17 points on offer.

This was the first time that, Del , Matt and Craig and I had met up after the winter mods so that all cars had the potential to go much quicker than last year as long as the drivers could get used to the changes which included sequential Quaife G60 boxes (very heavy), different suspension set ups, flat shifter for the SBD car and more power. In practise things were close with Matt and Craig showing the pace whilst we all tried to get used to the track layout and grip levels.  Del spent most of the day off the pace due to the gremlin that caused a persistent misfire and the SBD car had an oil leak to sort out. I was changing the suspension settings to the front of the car to help with the oversteer as I pushed harder into corners. The starter had a couple of mishaps as he released cars in front of others with the closest shave being had by poor Barney who on lap two suddenly got Matt in front of him . Another half a second could well have seen both cars hit and if you don’t believe me look at the WSCC website video of it. Both Paul Aspden and Garry Bunn got a drive in different cars as the Mick Cooper car had a failed rear upright which was a result of Pauls previous shunt and had not been apparent. Tommo was doing well in a shared class F drive with  Howard Gaskin but tried my seat out for size . He says he fits but I don’t think so! 

Mark Anson and Barney were well up to speed in the BECs as usual and gave class H a run for their money. T1 saw Craig Sampson pull out a storming 100.08 secs in front of Matts 101.58secs with me on 102.29 secs followed by Del and Paul Aspden. The SBD car was ballaistic down the paddock straight and seemed nearly as quick as the single seaters. T2 was the pressure run and Craig pushed too hard at the chicane and had a NTR whilst Matt did not get a second run. I gave it the gun and got down to 100.69secs but could not quite beat Craigs time. I think Steve took class B/D with 119.73 secs. Roll on Aintree next Saturday
