



WSCC Speed Series
Round 4 – Gurston Down
Class F Howard Gaskin
It was the first time at Gurston Down for both Tommo and me, and the first time out this season for us and our shared car after a winter refresh.  

Arriving in the paddock, it’s always nice to catch up with old friends and resume the banter. Walking the course showed it to be much steeper than it looked on the video footage we’d seen.

My first practice was, of necessity, fairly pedestrian with lots to think about - new course, new tyres, new dog-box, and new set-up. It was also the first time out this year for Simon Besant in the mighty Seightan, Pete Goulding with the ex-Derek Hodder engine and sequential gearbox, first time out for Adrian Clinton-Watkins in Barry Slingsby’s car and the second event ever for Rob Crossland.

The main focus of discussion throughout the day was what speed each of us was carrying through the left hander at Hollow and the right hander over the finish line. Both required a deep breath, a firm resolve not to brake or lift, and faith in one’s machine. In short, big knackers.

We wondered if Pete Goulding’s target time of 35.48 would stay intact. The times steadily tumbled and by P2 Simon, Barry, Adrian and Pete had all bettered the target. On the final run I was fast but a bit ragged through Hollow so it was with mixed feelings that I was red-flagged for a re-run. The promise of freshly warmed tyres is tempered with the added pressure on myself to make full use of them and the risk of overdoing it. A clean run resulted in 35.70. I’d told myself I would be happy to break into the 35s so mission accomplished, especially as I came away feeling that I could have gone quicker – always better than thinking you’ve done all you possibly can and still having a crap time.

Adrian couldn’t quite improve on his T1 time of 34.21 but that was enough to seal the win in class F and maintain the tradition of beating the owner in a shared car. Tommo followed suit by beating me by four tenths to go two tenths up on the target time, and Stuart Hill beat Tim Pennington in Tim’s car, although Stuart isn’t registered in F – to Tim’s relief.

Rob Crossland aquitted himself well in only his second event finishing ahead of Paul Morcom – getting to grips with his new car, and Stephen Herbert.

A well run event with a mixture of speed and technical stuff in a picturesque setting. I’ll definitely be back.

