



WSCC Speed Series Round 2: Croft

Class F Report: Richard Kerr

After a winter of playing with my yellow tool (my van) mid February dictated that I should be playing with something different in the garage, however it was cold so the Westfield never got a look in until March. Not a lot was planned in the upgrade stakes for the start of this year, a bit of a once over, some new wider rear rims, a switch to some different rubber and some Carlos Fandango new Rear wings and roll bars from of Playskool Motorsport who also corner weighted the car in preparation for Croft, thanks Luke.

There were four competitors in F for this one, Garry Bunn and Paul Aspden double driving and John Shepherd double driving my car with me.

P1 was extremely slippery due to the low temps and greasy damp surface making times pretty slow all round, I had two tank slappers and an spin looking for some grip, thankfully things improved and the day wore on. 

P2 saw things improve all round with the times much improved and John finding his feet in a car which was very alien to him with 100+bhp and a shed load of torque more than he is used too.

Lunch time was busy bleeding brakes which had deteriorated during morning practice, thankfully all sorted for the afternoon’s timed runs. A quick pack of diet pork pies saw me fit for the afternoon assault.

T1 was lead by Garry bunn on an 86.63 closely followed by Paul then myself who had a scruffy lap following red mist brought on by a duff start missing a gear off the line. John now getting a little more used to the car put in a personal best and had developed his confidence from wanting to drive the car round in fourth in the morning to coming back a gibbering wreck in the afternoon!2222

T2 was another very close affair with Garry on an 87.05, Paul on an 86.45 and myself on an 85.25 just pipping the target time to get the extra point. John again improved beating his personal best from the previous run, a great achievement, well driven John, hope you enjoyed it!

After some deliberation it was announced there would be a third timed run, times were not improved and as has been well documented a sad end to the day with Garry’s coming together with the barriers at turn one. Hope you get it sorted out soon Garry and restored to it’s previous immaculate condition. 

Aintree next for me, hopefully see some of you there.

Class C Report: Mark Leybourne

Croft as usual had unpredictable weather, various timings for rain and dry spells had everyone guessing but on a whole most of the day was windy with light drizzle

Class C had doubled the entry from the year before, yes there were now 2 of us with Trevor Cottingham moving up from class A.

Scruitineering was a straight forward affair unless you were Del! First runs were starting at about 9.30 so I was thankful for an hour’s shelter in Cottingham towers. Also whilst waiting I had a phone call from my Dad to say I had had a mention on the local radio!

First practice was not in numerical order catching a few westy owners out (or they were hiding!) making me first on the road!! What can I say it felt like a Labrador on Lino with over steer and under steer due to a combination of damp and last weeks motorbike race meeting, back in the paddock the story was the same for most people. Infact Del’s traction control could be heard all down the back straight.

Slick running meant It wasn’t long before second practice was called, grip felt good off the line so I felt a bit more confident in the corners, a few bits of over steer and I recorded a 95.01 not good as I had set the previous target time of 91, Trevor posted a 106.87.

With an hour for lunch it was time for the timed runs proper. It didn’t feel much different from the previous run, but after waiting nearly an hour for the results I found I had been failed and was called in to see the Clerk of course, I was accused of corner cutting (one place was a ruddy gravel trap!) and they were not going to issue me with a time. I wasn’t happy but cest la vie!

So with Crofts history of only 2 timed runs at this point the win was with Trevor if I couldn’t make the next run count. Luckily I did, taking wide berths and off the racing line for the suspect areas and managing a 93.88 with Trevor finding a good 5 second improvement to post a 100.95.

Next was the brake caused by the top 12 runoffs, former AO, and Current British champion Nick Algar managed 2nd place and took the class win.

It was announced that we would get a third timed run. Couldn’t complain at that so out we went again I was a little slower posting a 93.96 with Trevor making a small improvement getting down to 100.85

Therefore, with my best of 93.88 I took the class win, Trevor made some great improvements and I made the headlines of the next day’s local paper!

Definitely one of the better run DDMC rounds – a big cheer for the marshals as it was ruddy freezing

Class G Report: Mark Anson

Well I was the only class G entrant at Croft after Grahame Harden had damaged his car at Castle Combe. This was a shame as Grahame is new to the Speed Series this year having moved from another championship, which he won two years on the run.

I have only driven at Croft once before in 2006 in my fourth ever sprint, so had little experience at this circuit, and I hadn’t originally intended to do this event but changed my mind last minute.

Typical Croft weather meant that first practice was on a damp  and quite slippery track, but I managed a 106.24 which didn’t compare badly with the more powerful class H cars.

Despite my car sporting a pair of the newly designed Playskool rear wings, more attention was being paid to Del’s new supercharged Honda type R install, which as ever is immaculately prepared, and had a small crowd of people round it all day!

Timed runs started after lunch on a dry track, and I managed to bring my time down to 87.16

which was ok but still way outside the 82.63 target time set by Andy Rushworth in 2009.

I would have been more worried but time did seem to be generally slower than previous years.

After some very welcome observations on my lines approaching the chicane from Jeff Cooper, I got my second timed run  down to 86.47 which was my best of the day.

 

So overall a good days motorsport and it was great to see everyone again and see the new upgrades etc. 

Well done to Richard on beating the class F target time and commiserations to Garry Bunn who had a hefty accident on his third run which has caused considerable damage to his car, but thankfully not Garry himself.

Class H Report: Terry Everall

For me the winter rebuild was over and I was keen to test the results. The Millington Diamond (a Pinto really) with Quaife G60 6 speed sequential box and a full roll cage were the major mods.

An 0600hrs start saw me loaded up and the temp at 4 deg C on the up to Croft. Good to see the familiar faces in the paddock but not that many competing. Scrutineering has been a bit of a pain some years but they wizzed cars through. My biggest debate was with the man who had a calibrated measuring stick to check the height of timing struts. He said mine was only just OK and I smiled and replied “Thanks”. He made it sound like I was verging on breaking the rules when actually my settings were spot on!(as you would expect). Only me and Del in H and Del had done Castle Coombe with his new lovely looking and awesome sounding supercharged Honda type R. He had a few clutch problems and these would bug him all day, plus poor back brakes and a flat front tyre. First run was in slight drizzle and a damp track as the Westfields were sent out first to clear the track for the single seater prima donnas (sorry Nick)

Despite not always being in the right gear I was quickest and quite impressed with my new launch control and traction control except for flashing lights all the way down the straight to Tower bend. Nearly as good as Blackpool illuminations.

Second practice arrived quickly and as the track was dry I was ready to let rip. Then at start line I engaged launch control, planted my right foot and not a lot happened as I rolled forward over start line only to notice that I was in neutral. That famous phrase of “ Bollix” was uttered as I gave it grief down the paddock straight. The 3 timed runs after lunch saw me staying in front of Del who was fighting the gremlins and kept coming back to the paddock with problems relating to clutch and brakes although he was not quite sure how he punctured his tyre even though he did an excursion onto the green stuff. My last years record of 79.01 secs proved way too big a target and I was  over 3secs slower on a cold track with a big headwind down the straight so that was disappointing as the car handled well on new springs and harder shock settings.

Brother Steve had at least one spin and despite bettering his last years time by 2 secs only scored 3 points against target time. Paul aspden continued his jinxed start to the season as he double drove Gary Bunns quick car. On the last run Gary stuffed it through the kitty litter and into the tyres at the first bend carrying big speed. He was a bit bruised but ok however the car had a lot of suspension and body damage so repairs will take a bit of time. All the paddock crew helped load the car into the trailer, it was a sad end to the day.

So I took only 13.88 points with Del on 10.35 points. Good to be out there again and we look forward to Silverstone where there will be 17 points up for grabs.
 

