Hethel Sprint 02/08/09
What a mixed bunch Borough 19 Motor Club threw together in class 6C with 6 Westfields, 3 Strikers (2 actually but 1 double driven) , 1 Caterham, 1 Luego Velocity!! and a Bond Bug complete with hairdryer power!!!.  The Westfield boys were David and Chris Hussey in class J, Mike Percival & Paul Morcom in class A, Keith Adams, Martin Hepworth & Martin Parkes in C, and Paul Pocklington who was once again Nobby no mates with no one to play with in E.

After heavy overnight rain the morning broke to clear blue skies & sunshine, but with a damp track and standing puddles in a few places most people took a cautious first practice run with the exception of the Husseys  and Keith who were the only ones under 80 seconds, Chris with a great 76.36.(did dad forget to tell you it was damp out there). Second practice saw improvements all round and Paul P was a little happier now he sort of knew which way the track went on this his first visit to the venue.

First timed runs came before lunch and saw Chris put in a staggering 69.31 (nothing like demoralising the opposition straight away) followed by David on 72.50, Paul P on 76.58, Martin P on 77.19, Keith on 77.34, Paul M on 81.68 and Mike a 90.49 who was on a rerun following a red flag incident then had a moment at the first chicane which was to catch out a lot of drivers by the end of the day. Martin Hepworth who seems to have no luck at all at Hethel lately, having just rebuilt the front end of the car following a visit to the tyre wall at last years event came back into the paddock on a tow rope. Taking off the bonnet revealed 2 large holes in the side of the block (if anyone has a spare 4AGE block laying around Martin would love to hear from you), not the best belated birthday present one could receive. Martin seemed to take it in his stride but it was poor reward for the hard work that had gone into the rebuild, we all felt deeply disappointed for you mate.

Second run after lunch saw Chris drop back a little with 70.05 whilst David recorded exactly the same time as his first run 72.50 there’s consistency, Paul P actually clocked a run of 76.01 but unfortunately he had allegedly clipped a cone going into the first chicane so with the 5 second penalty added recorded a 81.01 (bugger). Keith took over a second off his first time to record a 76.29, Martin P on a rerun after getting red flagged to avoid the still spinning cone allegedly left by Paul then messed up his entry to the same chicane and got a 77.36. Paul M slipped back a tad to 81.83 whilst Mike got a clear run this time and  posted  a 84.23.

So to the final run of the day David went out first and promptly broke Marmalade, the motor cut and refused to restart, oil and water gauges showed normal but no heartbeat. Could it be something to do with the caning it got earlier from number one son? Maybe Marmalade thought sod this before lead foot got back in again. Keith slipped back a little to 76.43 but his second run time was good enough for third in class behind Chris and David. Paul P messed up his gear change on the first corner and trying to make up the lost time (as you do) totally 

cocked up the first chicane missing all the cones this time but loosing shed loads of time to stop the clock with his worst time of the day 85.67. Martin P  running behind Paul also cocked up the same chicane and went backwards with a 87.38 (an MX5 had gone off big style earlier around that chicane area so may have dropped some fluids on track, that’s our excuse anyway). Paul M had a good clear run to post his best time of the day with 80.41 with Mike also saving the best till last with 83.06.

A great days sprinting, great competition and the best company you could wish to be with on a sunny Sunday in Norfolk
Paul Pocklington

Dedication.

To Roland Garratt – fellow WSCC Speed Series competitor, thanks for the happy memories, RIP.

A total of 18 Speed Series competitors made the trip to Hethel, the fast and technical Lotus test track close to Norwich.

Could Borough 19 organize the event better than last years mediocre effort?

Would we all get dizzy driving round the slightly bizarre roundabout?

Will there be more than 1 timed run?

Good news on all counts – the organization was much improved, the roundabout was turned into a (slippery) hairpin, we all got 3 timed runs and they’d arranged some sunny weather!

Class A

In the smaller capacity 1a  tyre class, Paul Morcom, Michael Percival, and Graham Frankland fought for the honours. Graham’s 2nd timed run was enough to get the win from a very consistent Paul, with Michael making big improvements through the day in 3rd .  

Class B

Only one competitor, Grandma Anne, throbbed serenely around in the fantastic sounding V8 machine, posting a very consistent set of timed runs.

Class C

Three competitors again - Keith ‘The Teeth’ Adams, Martin Parkes and Martin Hepworth were all very evenly matched. Martin Parkes 1st timed run looked as though it may be enough to win but the super-experienced Keith Adams was just quick enough on his 2nd timed run to clinch it. Martin Hepworth’s practise runs were on the pace but his engine became ‘mechanically challenged’ sporting a ventilated engine block during his first timed run – hope you get it fixed soon Martin.

Class E

Paul Pocklington was the lone contender in Class E – posting a very respectable 1st timed run – his 2nd run may have been yet quicker but for touching a cone at the chicane...

Class F

Three competitors - yet again. Gary Bunn, Paul ‘Tigger’ Dew, and Paul Aspden. Paul was appearing for the 2nd time this season as Mick Cooper’s ‘Secret Weapon’. The practise runs, saw Tigger just ahead of the other two. All 3 made good improvements through the timed runs, some top secret suspension changes to Mick’s car saw the ‘Secret Weapon’ push Bunny hard. Bunny managed to edge ahead, with Tigger demolishing the cones of the final chicane in spectacular fashion for 3rd place – that’s the wonderful thing about Tiggers.

Class H

Most of the usual suspects were out in class H, Julie, Delboy, Craig and Matt. Matt set the early pace – but only just, 8/100’s ahead of Delboy. Improvements from all drivers saw times tumble with Craig in the SBD car finishing just in front of Delboy by a mere 8/100’s. Julie put in a superb 3rd timed run, sub 70sec, showing she’s on the pace.

Class J

And three competitors – again! Graham ’Windy’ Millar in the very clean Escort, David and Chris Hussey sharing the Striker. Chris must have taken some brave pills at breakfast – as he recorded a spectacular, sub 70sec 1st timed run to take the win from Hussey Snr. Windy delivered his usual and  entertaining, tyre shredding display but had head gasket issues at the end of T2 so called it a day there.

Regards

‘The fattest man in motorsport?’

